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rebellion. It is quite an important part of Hindoostan
and truth to say, is only nominally under English rule,
The railway from Bombay to Allahabad traverses this
district from south-west to north-east, and even has a
branch into the centre of the province of Nagpore; but
the tribes remain as savage as ever, become refractory at
any proposal of civilization, are very impatient of the
European yoke, and in fact, as they can any moment
retreat into their mountain fastnesses, are extremely diffi.
cult to keep in order, and this Nana Sahib well knew.
Here then he determined to seek shelter, so as to
escape the search of the English police, and there to await
a fit time to provoke an insurrectional movement.
If the Nabob should succeed in his enterprise, if at iis
summons the Ghoonds should rise and follow where he led,
the revolt would doubtless spread rapidly and widely.
To the north of Ghoondwana lies Bundelcund, which
comprises the mountainous' region, situated between the
higher plateau of the Vindhyas and the important river
the Jumna. In this country, covered with beautiful virgin
forests, live a deceitful and cruel people, among whom all
criminals, political or otherwise, seek and easily find a
refuge. These provinces still remain barbarous, and here
still live the descendants of those who fought under
Tippoo Sahib against the invaders. Here, too, are the
head-quarters of the celebrated stranglers, the Thugs, so